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Roman Art Essay
	The Ara Pacis Augustae was a reputable propaganda art structure built to honor Augustus's return from his operations in Spain and Gaul. The monument commemorated the various deeds that Augustus had attained for the Roman Empire. It was an open-air altar where blood sacrifices linked to the Roman state religion would be performed. The masterpiece was utilized in Augustan architectural propaganda to express his rule as the revival of Roman values as well as the rekindling of long-awaited peace and affluence (Greer, 2019). Augustus indorsed an effective propaganda campaign in a bid to promote the legitimacy of his reign. Since the Senate and the Roman people had eagerly longed for a lasting reign of peace and prosperity, Augustus showed readiness to provide them what they required. Thus, the Senate had the Ara Pacis Augustae erected on the Campus Martius between 13 and 9BC to reflect Augustus' graciousness alongside the magnificence of his reign.
           The Ara Pacis Augustae has myriad goals. Foremost, it was built with the purpose of celebrating the return of Augustus from his crusades in Spain and Gaul. The marble structure was also used as an open-air altar where blood sacrifice linked with the Roman state religion would be performed. Besides, the Ara Pacis Augustae signifies the stately microcosm of the Roman state religion practices by depicting them elegantly and pragmatically (Foulk, 2019). The image promotes the legitimacy of Augustus’ rule, and it encouraged moral and civic ideals within the Roman people.
           Verism refers to the extreme naturalism within art or literature. It is used in the monument through visual motifs engraved on it that had a rich iconography detailing Augustus's reign, embodying strong themes such as legitimacy, stability, fertility, as well as prosperity. The use of the visual motifs was important in showcasing Augustus’s legitimate rule that encouraged moral and civic ideals among the Roman people.
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